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alone would win the day, and this was headed by Feargus
o Connor (y^onnori   por ten years from 1838, the movement grew
steadily and thousands joined it. Then in 1848 revolution
broke out all over Europe, and at first it seemed as if England
would catch the infection. O'Connor, who had a great
rgift of wild oratory, raised crowds to frenzy. He became
more and more extreme. The Chartists, under his influence,
refused to work for the repeal of the Corn Laws, declaring
that the men who worked for the League were the manu-
facturers who wanted the Corn Laws abolished only m
order that they could lower wages. Political reform was
their goal. A third monster petition was drawn up and was
to be presented to Parliament by large deputations from all
over the country. It was said to contain 5^ million signa-
tures, and this at a time when many of the working-classes
could not read or write. Great expectations were aroused
by the idea of this petition, and great apprehension was
felt by the Government. The Duke of Wellington collected
troops, and when the procession approached Westminster it
' was forbidden to cross Westminster Bridge. Torrents oi ram
fell on the disappointed crowds, which melted away without
giving any trouble. The hopes of the petitioners vanished
as speedily, for when the lists of names were examined,
many were found to be forgeries, and the whole thmg was
brought to ridicule when such names as " Queen Victoria "
and " Wellington " were found scrawled in. Yet, though
people laughed at the Chartists then, we can perhaps better
sympathize with them now. We can see how comparatively
little was to be feared from " revolution " in England, foi
while the rest of Europe saw fighting and bloodshed, our
very mild efforts scarcely troubled political life.
Actually the country was settling down to a time of peace-
ful development We have learnt that trade follows what
economists call a " cycle ", that is to say " slumps " are
1 He spoke, he saidt " to the unshaved chins, the blistered hands, and fustian
jackets of the genuine working-man."